[The changing role of intraoperative mammary frozen sections in breast cancer: comparison of data from East and West Germany before and after reunification].
The goal of the present study lies in the comparison of differently funded health care structures, with emphasis on certain aspects regarded to be essential for medical progress. For this purpose, mammary intraoperative frozen sections pooled from a total of 4163 intraoperative frozen sections obtained from representatively selected departments of pathology from East and West Germany before and after reunification were analysed comparatively. Our results clearly demonstrate a profound change in the role of intraoperative mammary frozen sections, with a predominantly diagnostic function in the former German Democratic Republic as a tool for histopathologically evaluating "questionable" mammary lesions. The use of such sections changed towards a predominantly therapeutic function during surgical treatment as a means of organ preservation after the German reunification.